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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Withdrawn) A syst e m for unifi e d mail routing and sender notification of int e rmix e d 
mailpi e c e s including lett e rs and flat mail, th e syst e m comprising: 

a mailpi e c e f ee d e r to individually f ee d a plurality of int e rmix e d mailpi e ee sr- eaeh-of the 

plurahty of int e rmix e d moilpi e e e s - having - se parat e r e ceiv e r location addr e ss indicators, Bondor 
r e turn addr e ss indicators, and s e nd e r notification indicators positioned on oach mailpiece; 

a-mailpiocc tran s porter positioned adjac e nt th e mailpi e c e feed e r to r e c e iv e e ach of th e 

plurality of mailpioooa from - thC ' mailpiece focdor and transport e ach th e r e from along a 
prcdctorminod path of travel; 

a mailpioco scanner position e d downstr e am fi'om th e mailpi e c e f ee d e r and adjac e nt th e 

mailpi e c e transporter along th e path of travel of th e plurality of mailpi e ces to scan th e separat e 
r e c e iv e r location addr e ss indicators, send e r r e turn addr e ss indicators, and se nd e r notification 
indicators of e ach of th e plurality of intermix e d mailpi e c es to th e r e by cr e at e a singlo scan imago 
of addr e ss indicators and notification indicator data for e ach corr e sponding mailpi e c e ; 

a mailpiece labolor positioned downstroam fi-om the mailpi e ce scaimer and adjac e nt th e 

mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurality of mailpi e c e s to lab & l -e aeh - of th e 
plurality of mailpi e c e s with a pr e s e l e ct e d routing indicator; - 

a proc e ss controll e r in communication with th e mailpioco aoonncr and mMlpioco labclcr 

to r e c e iv e th e singl e- scon imag e , s e parat e th e imag e into discr e t e data groups of at loaot address 
indicators and notification indicator, instruct th e lab e l e r to label oaoh of the plurality of 
mailpi e c e s with th e pr e s e l e ct e d routing indicator, and - g e n e rate a oondor notice when de s ired, the 
proc es s controll e r comprisin gr 

a rotum to -s cndor - determiner rosponsivo to the send e r r e turn addr e ss indication 

data group of oach of tho plurahty of mailpieces to determin e wh e n a corr e sponding 
mailpi e c e is to b e r e turn e d to s e nder and thoroby instruct the labclcr to lab e l th e mailpi e c e 
with th e corr e sponding r e turn addr e s s indicator, and 

a s e nd e r notification det e rmin e r r e sponsiv e to tho oondor notification indicator 

data group of e ach of th e- plurahty of mailpi e c e s ■ to-d e tormino when to gonorato a send e r 
notice; and 



|WP344599;1} 



Page 2 of 18 



U.S. Patent Appln. No. 09/736,055 
Amendment 

Reply to Restriction Requirement 



Docket No. 7704-10 



a mailpiec e stocker position e d downstr e am from the mailpi e c e transport e r to 

r e c e iv e e ach of th e plurality of th e int e rmix e d mailpieo e s from th » 4nailpi e c e traiMporter 
and to diroet -e aeh - of - tho mailpioooa to ono of a plurality of piBs e l e ot e d stacking po s ition s . 

2. (Withdrawn) A syst e m for unifi e d mail routing-and sondor notifioatioa-of - int e rmix e d 
mailpi e c e s including lett e rs and flat mail, th e syst e m comprising: 

a- ^a ^ ^e 6 tHfoe d <a^o - iHd:i - >4<iually - fccd ' a - plura of intermix e d mailpi e ce s , e ach of th e 

plurality of int e rmix e d mailpi e c e s having s e parat e r e c e iv e r location-addr ess- tH da eatorG, s e nd e r 
return address indicators, and send e r notification indicator s position e d on e ach mailpi e c e ; 

a mailpiece transporter positioned adjac e nt th e mailpi e c e f ee d e r to r e c e iv e each of th e 

plurality of mailpieces from the mailpiece feeder and transport e ach th e r e from along a 
pr e d e t e rmin e d path of trav e l; 

a mailpicco scanner positioned downstr e am from th e mailpi e c e f ee d e r and adjac e nt th e 

mailpi e c e transport e r along th e path of trav e l of th e plurality of mailpi e c e s to scan th e s e parat e 
r e c e iv e r location addr e ss indicators, s e nd e r return addr e ss indicators, and s e nd e r notification 
indicators of e ach of the plurality of int e rmix e d mailpi e o es to th e r e by cr e at e a s ingl e s can imag e 
of addr e ss indicators and notification indicator data for each corr e sponding mailpi e c e ; 

a mailpi e c e lab e l e r position e d downstr e tmi from th e mailpi e c e scann e r and adjac e nt th e 

mailpi e ce transport e r - along th e path - of trav e l of th e plurality of mailpi e c e s to lab e l e ach of the 
plurality of mailpiece s with a preselected routing indicator; 

a - ^e e e ss- controUor in communication with tho mailpiooo ocanner ond - mailpioeo labeler 

to r e c e iv e th e singl e scan imag e , separat e th e imag e into discr e t e data groups of at l e ast addr e ss 
indicators and notification indicator, instruct th e lab e l e r to lab e l e ach of th e plurality of 
mailpi e c e s with th e pr e select e d routing indicator, and g e nerat e a s e nder notic e wh e n d es ir e d; and 
wh e r e in th e syst e m furth e r compris e s a r e v e rs e sid e imag e r position e d to imag e a s e nd e r 
r e turn addr e ss indicator locat e d on a s e cond sid e of e ach of tho plurahty of intormixod mailpiocoa 
and to intorpQoo tho imago into tho s inglo - scan - imagc of address and notification indicators 
located on tho opposing side of each of th e plurality of int e rmixed mailpi e c e s as cr e at e d by - th e 
mailpioce - s canner s o as to creat e a singl e data imag e including r e c e iv e r location addr -e s s 
indieato fr sondor return addross - iadieator-and sender notification indicator data. 
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3. (Withdrawn) A -s yst e m - as - d e fin e d ' in claim 1, wh e r e in tho system further comprises a 
r e \^ers e sid e imag e r position e d to imag e a s e nd e r r e turn addr e ss indicator located on a second 
sid e of e ach of th e plurality of int e rmix e d moilpiocoo and to interpose th e - imag e into th e singl e- 
scan imag e of addr e ss and notification indicators located on the opposing - sid e of e ach of th e 
plurality of int e rmix e d mailpiec e s as cr e at e d by - th e- mai ^ pi ee Q scanner so aa to cr e at e a singl e 
data imag e including r e ceiv e r location addr e s s- indicator , a ondor-rotum addr e ss indicator, and 
s e nd e r notification indicator data; and 

wherein the reverse - side imag e r includ e s at l e ast on e mirror positioned adjac e nt th e 

mailpioco transporter to thoroby - Fofloet-mirror - imagc s of return address indicators locat e d on th e 
s e cond sid e of e aeh corr e spondin g- mailpioco to tho ocannor. 

4. (Withdrawn) A sy s tem as d e fin e d in claim 3, wh e r e in th e proc e ss controll e r further 
compris e s a r e v e rs e imag e translator r e sponsiv e to th e r e v e rs e sid e imag e r to r e ori e nt th e 
refl e ct e d mirror imag e s so that th e singl e scan imag e corr e sponds substantially to tho return 
addross - indieator - a s- it - flppoar s- positioncdonthomailpiccc . 

5. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[4]] 20, wherein the process 
controller further comprises an additional processing mailpiece processor responsive to the 
scanner to detect which mailpieces require additional processing and to instruct the labeler to 
label each mailpiece requiring additional processing before mail routing with a reprocessing 
indicator uniquely identifying the corresponding mailpiece for subsequent additional processing. 

6. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 5, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a data receiver positioned to receive system-user-supplied data for each 
mailpiece having located thereon a unique reprocessing indicator and associate the received data 
with the unique reprocessing indicator so as to identify during a subsequent reprocessing each 
mailpiece having a reprocessing indicator and to instruct the mailpiece labeler responsive to the 
identification of the reprocessing indicator to label the mailpieces with the system-user-supplied 
data corresponding to the unique reprocessing indicator. 
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7. (Withdrawn) A - sy s t -e m - as dofinod in claim 6, whoroin the proc es s controll e r further 
comprises on imago storor for storing images of roceivor forwarding addr e ss indicators and 
s e nder r e turn addr e ss indicators. 

8. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[7]]22, wherein the mailpiece labeler 
includes a stored address image labeler responsive to the process controller to label a mailpiece 
with a stored image of a return address indicator. 

9. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 8, wherein the mailpiece labeler 
further includes a stored notice image labeler responsive to the process controller to label a 
mailpiece with a stored image of a sender notice. 

10. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[1]]20, wherein the mailpiece 
transporter comprises a mailpiece conveyor driven by a variable speed motor responsive to a 
mailpiece size sensor and system controller so as to feed mailpieces at rates determined by 
mailpiece size and to thereby process letter-sized mailpieces at a predetermined speed and flat 
mail-sized mailpieces at a different speed. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn) A syst e m as d e fin e d in claim 10, wherein the size of tho mailpiooo stackers 
can b e adjust e d in height in r e spons e to th e mailpi e c e siz e s e nsor to accommodato letter sized 
mailpi e c e s and flat moil siz e d mailpi e c e s so as to p e rmit both - being proocasing on the -s ystem ' i 

12. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[11]]20, wherein the mailpiece 
transporter further comprises two vertical pinch belts each movably mounted between a plurality 
of spaced-apart rollers driven by the conveyor motor and extending substantially parallel to one 
another along the predetermined path of travel and wherein the feeder includes a vacuum assistor 
to assist in transporting individual mailpieces that comprise two or more separate pages bound 
together at their respective margins so as to define a magazine. 

13. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[11]]12, wherein the vertical pinch 
belts is are driven by the plurality of spaced-apart rollers at a speed at least 35 inches per second. 
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14. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[1]]20, wherein the mailpiece 
scanner has a resolution of about 250 dots per inch to scan fonts commonly used for preprinted 
return addresses on mailpieces. 

15. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[1]]20, wherein the process 
controller further comprises an image sizer to adjust the size of a sender notice to fit completely 
and legibly within the parameters of a mailpiece surface having a predetermined size and on 
which is located a sender address indicator along with a postage-due notice. 

16. (Currently miended) A system as defined in claim [[1]]20, wherein the mailpiece labeler 
includes a multiline printer positioned to selectively print either an address indicator on a label 
on a mailpiece or a sender notice on a mailpiece by printing simuUaneously at least three lines to 
permit indicators and notices to be printed as a mailpiece traverses the path of travel by the 
mailpiece transporter in a single pass. 

17. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[1]]20, wherein the scanner further 
comprises a cover sheet imager to scan an exposed page of a multipage mailpiece comprising a 
plurality of pages bound together at the page margins and to thereby create a single- scan image 
of the exposed page of the corresponding mailpiece. 

18. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 17, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a multipage mailpiece sender identifier to correlate the single-scan image of 
the exposed page of a multipage mailpiece with a corresponding image in a collection of 
preselected multipage mailpiece images and to thereby identify a sender address indication 
corresponding to the correlated single-scan image. 

19. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 18, wherein the system further 
comprises a multipage mailpiece sender notifier responsive to a match made by the multipage 
mailpiece sender identifier to thereby cause the mailpiece labeler to position a sender notification 
and sender address indicator on the exposed page of a corresponding multipage mailpiece. 
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20. (Previously presented) A system for unified handling and routing of intermixed 
mailpieces including letters and flat mail, the system comprising: 

a mailpiece feeder to individually feed a plurality of intermixed mailpieces, each of the 
plurality of intermixed mailpieces having separate receiver location address indicators and 
sender return address indicators positioned on each mailpiece; 

a mailpiece transporter positioned adjacent the mailpiece feeder to receive each of the 
plurality of mailpieces from the mailpiece feeder and transport each therefrom along a 
predetermined path of travel; 

a mailpiece scanner positioned downstream from the mailpiece feeder and adjacent the 
mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurality of mailpieces to scan the separate 
receiver location address indicators and sender return address indicator of each of the plurality of 
intermixed mailpieces to thereby create a single-scan image of address indicators data for each 
corresponding mailpiece; 

a mailpiece labeler positioned dovmsfream from the mailpiece scanner and adjacent the 
mailpiece transporter along the path of travel of the plurahty mailpieces to label each of the 
plurality of mailpieces with a preselected routing indicator; 

a process controller in communication with the mailpiece scanner and mailpiece labeler 
to receive the single-scan image, separate the image into discrete data groups and instruct the 
labeler to label each of the plurality of mailpieces with the preselected routing indicator, the 
process controller comprising: 

a retum-to-sender determiner responsive to the sender return address indication 
data group of each of the plurality of mailpieces to determine when a corresponding mailpiece is 
to be returned to sender and thereby instruct the labeler to label the mailpiece with the 
corresponding return address indicator; and 

a forwarding notification generator responsive to a sender notification indicator 
positioned on a mailpiece to generate an image of the corresponding location address indicator, 
forwarding address indicator and return address indicator and instruct the mailpiece labeler to 
label a separate mailpiece with the corresponding image of location address indicator, 
forwarding address indicator, and sender return address indicator so as to generate a mailpiece to 
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be sent to the sender indicating the forwarding address corresponding to the receiver location 
address; and 

wherein the forwarding notification generator further comprises an image sizer to 
generate images sized to fit within preselected dimensions of an area space so as to be positioned 
on a mailpiece having a preselected size. 

21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim 20, wherein the forwarding 
notification generator further comprises an image storer to store single-scan images generated by 
the mailpiece sc aimer comprising the location address indicator, forwarding address indicator, 
and return address indicator. 

23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim 20, wherein the forwarding 
notification generator fiirther comprises a postage due report generator for summing the number 
of mailpieces to be sent to senders indicating the forwarding address corresponding to 
corresponding receiver location addresses and computing the total postage due thereon. 

25. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 24, wherein the process controller 
includes an optical character reader to compare the single-scan image with a preselected set of 
receiver location address indicators each having a corresponding forwarding address indicator so 
as to determine the forwarding address indicator to appear on the system-labeled mailpiece to be 
forwarded to the address indicated by the forwarding address indicator. 

26. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 25, fiirther comprising at least one 
remote site destination printer in communication with the process controller for printing indicia 
on a selected indicia carrier. 
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27. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 26, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a reason-for-retum notification generator responsive to the retum-to-sender 
determiner to instruct the mailpiece labeler to label a mailpiece to be returned to sender with an 
indicator indicating the reason for the return selected from a list of different reasons for returning 
the mailpiece to the sender. 

28. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 27, wherein the systean further 
comprises a reverse side imager to image a sender return address indicator positioned on a 
second side of each of the plurality of intermixed mailpieces and to interpose the image into the 
single-scan image of address and notification indicators positioned on the opposing side of each 
of the plurality of intermixed mailpieces as created by the mailpiece scanner so as to create a 
single data block image comprising receiver location address indicator, sender return address 
indicator, and sender notification indicator data. 

29. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 28, wherein the reverse side imager is 
a mirror positioned adjacent the mailpiece transporter to thereby reflect mirror images of return 
address indicators positioned on the second side of each corresponding mailpiece to the scanner. 

30. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 29, wherein the process controller 
further comprises a reverse image traislator to re-orient the reflected mirror images so that the 
single-scan image corresponds substantially to the return address indicator as it appears 
positioned on the mailpiece. 

31. (Withdravra) A -s ystcm for unified mail routing and sender notification of a plurality of 
mailpi e c e s including l e tt e rs and flat mail, th e syst e m compri s ing: 

a mailpiceo - transportor - comprising; 

a mailpioco conveyor to convoy oach of the plurality of mailpi e c e s along a 

pr e d e t e miinod path of travel, tho mailpiooo convoyor - drivon by a motor responsiv e to a mailpi e c e 
size sensor to f ee d mailpi e c e s at rat e s d e t e rmin e d by mailpi e c e size and to thereby procosa letter 
sized mailpieces at a pr e det e rmined spe e d and flat mail - siz e d mailpi e c e s at a diff e r e nt ' s p ee d ; 
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a - moilpiece - receiver - positioned upstr e am from th e mailpiec e conv e yor and 

downstream from the mailpi e ce f e ed e r at th e initial point of th e path of trav e l from th e mailpi e c e 
f e eder to r e ceiv e each mailpi e c e for subs e qu e nt conv e yanc e along a pres e l e cted path of travel, 

a mailpi e c e disp e ns e r position e d downstr e am at th e t e rminal point of th e path of 

trav e l to disp e ns e e ach mailpi e c e ; 

imaging moans positioned adjacent the mailpiece transport e r and comprising r e c e iv e r 

location addr e ss indicator imaging m e ims and s e nd e r r e turn addr e s s mdteator imaging m e ans for 
gonorating - singlo -s eaji-olcetronio -image s of roceivor location address and sender r e turn addr e ss 
indicators position e d on e ach mailpi e c e ; - 

lab e ling m e ans position e d adjac e nt th e mailpi e c e tran s port e r downstream from said 

imaging m e ans along th e ■ pr e s e l e ct e d - path of travel for labeling each of the - plurality of 
mailpicccs with a proaoloctcd routing indicator; and 

processing m e ans in communication with - th e imaging and lab e ling m e ans for r e c e iving 

th e singl e scan imag e s, s e parating e ach imag e into ■ discr e t e data groups of at least addrcsa 
indicators, and instructing th e lab e hng m e ans to lab e l e ach of th e plurality of mailpicoos with the 
preselected routing indicator, the processing means comprising: 

return ' to sondcF - addre ss ing-moans - rc s ponsivo to the address indication data group 

of each of the plurality of mailpiooos to determine when a corresponding mailpiece is to be 
r e turn e d to s e nd e r and th e r e by instructing th e lab e ling m e an s -to 4 abel the mailpiece with a 
corr e sponding s e nd e r r e turn addr e ss. 

32. (Withdrawn) A sy s t e m as d e fin e d in claim 31, wh e r e in th e proc e ssing m e ans furfli e r 
compris e r e proc e ss coding m e ans for d e t e cting mailpi e c e s r e quiring additional proc e ssing and 
instructing th e lab e ling m e ans to lab e l said mailpi e c e s with reproc e ssing indicators - id^tify i a g 
th e- said^ailpi e c e s - for -s ubs e qu e nt - additaona i i?r e e ^ i agr 

33. (Withdrawn) A - system as defined in claim 32, wh e r e in the proc ess ing m e ans furth e r 
compriaoa oupplomonttay - data - receiving means responsiv e to data suppli e d by a syst e m us e r for 
r e c e iving u se r - supplied data and matching the data te a unique reprocessing indicator. 
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34. (Withdrawn) A sy s t e m as defin e d in claim 33, wh e r e in th e proc e ssing m e an s furth e r 
comprisos sender notification indicating - m e ofl s- rosponsivo to sender notification indicators 
position e d on a mailpi e c e for id e ntifying - a se nd e r - notification r e qu e st r e qu e sting that th e 
corresponding s e nd e r of a mailpioco bo notified whon tho mailpiooo is forwarded to on oddreoo 
different from- that of th e r e ceiv e r location addr e ss indicator, g e n e rating and saving an image 
eemprising th e r e c e iv e r location addr es s indicator, th e forward addr e ssing m e an s d e t e rmin e d 
forwarding addr e ss indicator, and s e nd e r r e turn addr e ss indicator. 

35. (Withdrawn) A oyotom as dofinod in claim 34, further comprising oondor notification 
gonorating moans responsivo - to - thc -s endo i^ notifioation indicating moano for poaitie a ing - thc 

imago generated - by thc-scndoF - notifi 6 ation generating motma to a -s t^aFate - ma i lp - ioeo - for 

subsequent notification to the s cndor - that - thc - eoFFOsponding mailpioco ia to bo forwa^dod r to-tho 
forwarding address indicator. 

36. (Withdrawn) A aygtom oo dofinod in~0laim - 35, furth e r compri s ing imag e sizing m e ans 
for adjusting the dimcnaiona of tho images gonoratod by tho s end e r notification indicating m e ans 
so aa to fit within pres e l e et e d dim e nsions of a mailpi e c e having a pr e s e l e ct e d siz e . 

37. (Withdrawn) A system for unificd - mail - routing md s e nd e r notification of a plurahty of 
fflflilf ^ i e e e s - ineluding l e tt e rs and flat mail, th e syst e m comprising: 

a mailpiec e transport e r comprising: 

a mailpioco convcyor - to - convoy - oaeh - ef tho plurality of mai i ptoee s- alon g- a 

prodctormincd path - of trovol, 

a mailpioco - rceoivor — pe s itienod upstream from tho mailpiooo conveyor and 

downstr e am from th e mailpi e ce f e ed e r at th e initial point of th e path of travel fi'om the mailpi e c e 
f ee d e r to r e ceiv e e ach mailpi e c e for subs e qu e nt conv e yanc e along a pr e s e l e ct e d path of trav e l, 

a -^ HM t p ie e e- disp e ns e r - po s itien e d - dff v m s teiam at tho terminal point of tho path of 

trav e l to dispens e e ach mailpi e c e ; 

imaging moans positioned adjacent the mailpiece transporter and comprising r e c e iv e r 

location address indicator imaging m e ans and send e r r e turn addr e ss indicator imaging m e ans for 
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g e n e rating s ingl e- scan e l e ctronic imag e s - of - r e c e iv e r location addr ess and isondor rotum addross 
indicators position ed- o& ^ aeh - mailpi e c e j 

lab e ling m e ans position e d adjac e nt th e mailpi e o e tran s port e r downstr e am from said 

imaging means along th e pr e s e l e ct e d path of trav e l for lab e ling e ach of th e plurality of 
mailpiec e s with a pr e s e l e cted routing indicator; and 

processing means in communication with th e imaging and lab e ling m e ans for r e c e iving 

th e- &ing k acan imag e s, s e parating each imag e into discr e t e data groups of at l e aat addr e ss 
indieator sr and -i nsfru et ing - feo labeling moans to4abol - eaeh-ef - th& plurality of mailpieces with th e 
prosolDCtod -f e ' Utin g -indieatOFi th e pr<)e e ssing - m e ans -- eempnsing T 

forward addr e ssing m e ans r e sponsiv e to th e location addr e ss indication data group 

of e ach of th e plurahty of mailpi e c es for d e t e rmining when th e r e c e iv e r addr e ss of a 
corr e sponding mailpi e c e corr e sponds to on e of a list of forwarding addr e ss e s and th e r e by 
instructing th e labeling m e ans to lab e l th e mailpi e c e with th e li s t e d forwarding r e c e iv e r addf essj 

r e turn to s e nd e r - addr e ssing m e ans - r e sponsiv e to - th e- addr -e as indication data group 

of each of the plurality - of mailpiQ0O8 - 4o dctorminc whon a corrosponding mdlpiooo ia to bo 
r e turned to sender and thereby instructing tho labeling moims to label the mailpioco with a 
corresponding sender rotum addross; and 

wh e r e in th e proc e ssing m e an s furth e r compris e s - postag e- du e r e porting m e ans for 

summing thc-numbcF - ef - mailpiocos to bo sent to aondora indicating tho forw^arding addross 
e&rr e spending to corr e sponding r e c e iv e r location addr e ss e s and computing th e total postag e du e 



38. (Withdrawn) 



A syst 



s d e fin e d in claim 37, wh e r e in th e pro( 



optical charact e r r e ading m e ans for optically r e ading charact e rs of th e singl e s can imag e and 
comparing tho characters with - a - i?r e s e l e et e d- se t - of - r e o e i - v e r - 4o & atieH - addroso indicators each 
having a corr e sponding forwarding addr e ss indicator so as to d e t e rmin e th e forwarding addr e ss 
indicator to app e ar on th e corr e sponding mailpi e ce to b e forward e d to th e addr e s s indicating th e 
forwarding addre s s indicator. 
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39. (Withdrawn) A syst e m as d e fin e d in claim 37, whoroin tho proe ess ing - m e an s further 
compris e s a r e ason for r e turn notification means responsive to the rotum - to - sondcr addressing 
means for instructing - th e mailpi e c e label e r to lab e l a mailpi e c e to b e r e turn e d to s e nder with an 
indicator indicating tho reason for tho return s e l e cted from a list of differ e nt r e asons for r e turning 
th e mailpiec e to th e -s e nder ; 

40. (Withdrawn) A system d e fin e d in claim 37, whoroin tho system further comprises 
r e vers e sid e 4maging m e ans for imaging a send e r r e turn addr e ss indicator po s ition e d on a s e cond 
s id e of e ach of th e plurality of intormixcd - mailp - ie e os and to intorposo th e- imag e- into-th e- singl e 
scan imag e of addr e ss and notification indicators positioned on tho opposing sid e of e ach of th e 
plurality of int e rmix e d mailpi e ces as cr e ated by the mailpw e o scanner so oa to cr e at e a singl e 
data block - imag e comprising r e c e iv e r location addr e ss indicator, sender return address indicator, 
and sender - notification indicator data. 

41. (Withdrawn) A ' syst e m as d e fin e d in claim 4 0, wh e r e in th e r e v e rs e sid e imaging m e an s 
includes mirroring m e ans position e d adjac e nt th e mailpi e ce transporter for rcflocting - m t ir e f 
images of return addr e ss indicators position e d on th e s e cond side of each - eorrooponding 
mailpieeeto tho mailpi e c e scanning m e ans. 

42. (Withdrawn) A syst e m as d e fined in claim 4 1, ' whorcin - tho - preeosoing moons further 
compris e s reverse image translating^oons for re oriontiH g- th e -r e fl e ct e d mirror imag es so that 
th e single - scan images correspond sub stantiril> H ;0 - th e r e turn addr e ss indicators as e ach app e ars 
positioned on tho mailpiece. 

43. (Currently amended) A system as defined in claim [[31]] 20, further comprising no- 
forwarding processing means for notifying mailpiece senders whose non-deliverable mailpieces 
cannot be forwarded and cannot be returned to the senders. 

44. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 43, wherein the no-forwarding 
processing means ftuther comprises exposed page imaging and labeling means for imaging the 
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exposed page of a mailpiece having no sender return address indicator positioned thereon, 
labeling the image and storing the labeled image. 

45. (Previously presented) A system as defined in claim 44, wherein the no-forwarding 
processing means further comprises stored image comp^son means for comparing each labeled 
image stored with a set of preselected images, each preselected image having a corresponding 
return address indicator, to thereby identify a match between the stored image and one of the 
preselected images and to instruct the mailpiece labeling means to label a separate mailpiece 
with the corresponding return address indicator. 

46. (Withdrawn) A syst e m as d e fin e d in claim 31, furth e r comprising at least ono remote 
sito - dostHiation print e r in communication with th e proc e ss controll e r for printing indicia on a 
s e l e ct e d indicia carri e r. 

47. (Currently amended) A system as defmed in clarni [[46]]26, further comprising off-line 
processing means for allowing a system user to enter data identifying the return address indicator 
for corresponding mailpieces for which there is no match between the mailpiece's corresponding 
stored image and one of the preselected images. 

48-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Withdrawn) A method for unifiod forwarding of mail and notifying s e nd e r, th e m e thod 
compri s ing the atopo of: 

oloctronioally ocanning - o - ^lurality of mailpi e c es and generating a corr e sponding s ingl e- 
scan image of rccoivor location address indicator and s e nd e r r e turn addr e ss indicators; 

s e arching for a match b e tw e en e ach r e c e iver location addjcoo indicator and a 

ee f fe sponding r e c e iv e r forwarding addr e ss indicator fi-om among a set of preselected receiver 
forwarding - addr e ss indicators; 

providing a motor driven mailpioco - oenvoyor, a mailpioco aizo aonaor and varying the 

speed of the mailpiece conveyor in - rospon s e - te - mai l piooo size; and 
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l ab e ling e ach mailpiec e for which a match is found b e tw e en th e r e c e iv e r location addr e ss 

indicator and on e said pr e s e l e cted r e c e iv e r forwarding addr e ss indicator with a lab e l form e d by 
interpo s ing the rocoiv^or forwarding address indicator onto the singl e scan imag e . 

53. (Withdrawn) A m e thod as d e fin e d in claim 52, furth e r compri s ing th e st e p of saving 
e a ch lab e l - having int e rpos e d th e r e on th e r e c e iv e r forwarding addr e ss indicator along with th e 
r e c e iv e r location addr e ss indicator and s e nder r e turn address indicator and positioning the label 
en - a se parat e mailpi e c e for - routing to the s e nd e r r e tuHHiddf e s s r 

54. (Withdrawn) A m e thod of routing mail to b e r e turn e d to se nder and notifying sender of 
th e r e ason for r e turn, th e m e thod comprising th e steps of: 

scanning e ach of a plurality of mailpi e c e s having recoivor-addross location indicatori] and 

s e nd e r - r e turn addr e ss location indicators positioned thereon to generate a singlo - scon imago of 
the addros s -indieators data; 

s e parating th e r e ceiver location address indicator data; 

e l e ctronically comparing th e address indicatof - e h aractora with a proGoloctod list to 

d e t e rmin e a match from a - presoloctod sot of return indicators, e ach r e turn indicator having an 
indieater - of the roaaoftth e corr e sponding mailpi e c e was not deliv e rable; 

g e nerating images siz e d to fit within prosoloctod dimensions of - an - ar e a spac e so as to b e 

positioned on a mMlpiooo having a preselect e d siz e ; and 

generating a corrospon<Mflg - a lab e l position e d on a mailpiec e and comprising the receiver 

location address indicatorj - the - aondor rotum - addr e ss indicator, and corr e sponding indicator of th e 
r e ason th e mailpiece was not dolivorab l e T 

55. (Withdrawn) A method aa defined in claim 5 4 , furth e r - compa s ing th e step of off lin e 
proc e ssing of mailpi e c e s for which not match is made, - thc - preeeooing including entering an 
indicator for failure to d e liver the mail and saving thc - addro ss4 nd ie atorG and tho failure indicator 
for subs e quent e l e ctronic proc e ssing of mailpi e ces to be returned to sender; 

56. (Withdrawn) A system for unified mail routing and sender notification of^nt e nni - x e d 
mailpiocoG, comprising: 
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a mailpi e c e feodor adaptor to food a plurality of mailpi e c es ; 

a variabl e sp ee d mailpiece tfansporter adapted to roe e iv e- th e plurality of mailpi e c e s; th e 

mailpi e c e transport e r driv e n by a motor r e spon s iv e to a mailpi e c e' s iz e^e n s e f; 

a mailpi e c e scann e r adapt e d to scan a s e nd e r r e turn addr e ss indieater if looatod on any of 

the plurality of mailpi e ces; 

a r e v e rs e side imagor - ijosition o d to imag e a send e r r e turn addr e ss indicator locat e d on a 

second oido of each of th e plurality of int e rmix e d mailpi e c e s; 

a process oontrollor adapt e d to b e in communication with - at l e ast th e mailpi e c e scanner to 

r e c e iv e an image of the oondor return addr e ss indicator, th e proc e s s controll e r including a retum - 
to - s e nd e r determiner to dotormino if the imag e indicat e s that th e mailpi e c e should b e r e turn e d to 
send e r; and 

a d e stination printor rcoponQivo to the process controll e r to print d e stination indicia on a 

selected indicia carrier. 

57. (Previously presented) A system for unified mail routing and sender notification of 
intermixed mailpieces, comprising: 

a mailpiece transporter to transport a plurality of mailpieces; 

a mailpiece scanner adapted to scan a sender return address indicator located on any of 
one of the plurality of mailpieces; 

a reverse side imager positioned to image a sender return address indicator located on a 
second side of each of the plurality of intermixed mailpieces; 

a process controller adapted to receive an image of the sender return address indicator, 
the process controller including: 

a retum-to-sender determiner to determine if the image indicates a mailpiece 
should be returned to sender, and 

a reason-for-retum notification generator responsive to the retum-to-sender 
determiner to instruct indication for a retum-to-sender from a list of different reasons for 
retuming the mailpiece to the sender. 

58. (Withdrawn) A method - fof -unifi e d mail routing and s e nd e r notification of intermixed 
mailpi e ces, - comprising th e st e ps of: 
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ima gtag- a - rotum - to - sondor indicator; 

storing an image of th e r e tum - to - s e nd e r indieatof t- and 

using a stor e d imag e of a r e tum - to -s end e r indicator to cr e at e a modifi e d r e turn to se nd e r 

59. (Withdrawn) A m e thod - as-d e fined in Claim 58, further comprising comparing th e 
modifi e d r e tum - to - s e nder indicator to th e s tor e d imag e : 

60. (Withdrawn) A m e thod as d e fin e d in Claim 5 8 , wh e r e in cr e ation of th e modified rotum 
to - s e nder indicator occurs r e sponsiv e to e ith e r coding or manually k e ying modifications. 

61. (Withdrawn) A m e thod for imifi e d mail routing and sondor notification of intermixed 
mailpi e c e s, comprising th e st e ps of: 

scanning e ach of a plurality of mailpi e c e s to locat e a r e turn to s e nd e r indicator positi e a e d 

comparing th e imag e of th e r e tum - to - s e nd e r indicator with customer addr e ss chang e data; 

cr e ating a modifi e d r e tum - to - s e nd e r indicator including th e custom e r addr e ss chang e 
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